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February 2, 2015 

Representative Jerrold Nadler 
201 Varick Street, Suite 669 
New York, NY 10014 
 
Dear Congressman Nadler,  
 
On behalf of the Village Independent Democrats, I want to commend your strong statement decrying Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s impending address to Congress. 
 
We too are disheartened that House Speaker John Boehner has breached protocol by inviting Mr. Netanyahu to address 
Congress just before Israel’s elections and without the approval of the President of the United States.   This 
unprecedented action constitutes unwarranted interference with Israel’s electoral process and could actually harm our 
relationship with the Jewish state.  It also sends a terrible message to the international community about the petty 
partisanship that characterizes our politics and will further erode our standing in the Islamic world.   
 
Worse, it could sabotage the international effort to find a peaceful, long-term solution to the question of Iran’s 
development of nuclear weapons.   From all indications, Iran has abided by international agreements to halt its nuclear 
weapons program.  Current diplomatic talks hold the promise of a permanent agreement that could lead to a more 
peaceful, stable Middle East and greater security for Israel.  
 
Village Independent Democrats is the oldest progressive Democratic club in New York City.  Our support for Israel and 
the Obama Administration’s diplomatic efforts to peacefully resolve nuclear issues with Iran represent the views of the 
vast majority of New Yorkers.  Indeed, our views reflect majority opinion in the Jewish community, and likely the 
American public.     
 
To help ensure a peaceful resolution to the conflict with Iran, we ask that you continue to urge the leadership of 
Congress, and President Netanyahu himself, to reconsider his ill-timed address to Congress.  We trust that you will 
continue to advocate for a diplomatic solution that will protect the security interests of Israel, promote peace in the 
Middle East, and repair the relationship between Iran and the United States.        
 
Thank you. 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Nadine Hoffmann 
President 
Village Independent Democrats 


