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Resolution on the Death of Eric Garner 

 

Whereas, The Village Independent Democrats appreciates and respects the difficult and dangerous work 
done by the New York City Police Department, 

Whereas, the VID recognizes the contribution that the NYPD has made towards making NYC one of the 
safest big cities in the world, 

Whereas, Eric Garner died while being arrested for the minor infraction of selling loose cigarettes, and 

Whereas, the use of  force was totally out of proportion to the infraction that Eric Garner was being 
arrested for, and 

Whereas, there has been no accountability for Eric Garner’s death despite a video of the incident and a 
determination by the medical examiner that his death was a homicide, and 

Whereas, the current “Broken Windows” policy of the NYPD has lead to over policing and is alienating 
the communities it is supposed to serve and protect, and 

Whereas, it is dangerous and unacceptable to have entire communities alienated and fearful of their 
police force, and 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Village Independent Democrats calls for the appointment of a state 
or federal prosecutor to investigate the death of Eric Garner, and  

Be It Further Resolved, that VID calls for the New York State Attorney General to create a procedure to 
handle all investigations of police officers who kill or seriously injure unarmed civilians, and   

Be It Further Resolved, that VID calls on the Mayor and the New York City Council to strengthen the 
Civilian Complaint Review Board by giving it greater resources and more investigative power, and  

Be It Further Resolved, that the VID calls on the NYC Police Department to develop policing strategies 
and tactics that protect and serve so that instances which alienate and humiliate poor and minority 
communities do not occur, and 
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Be It Further Resolved, that the VID calls on the NYC Police Department to retrain the entire police force 
on tactics for dealing with minor crimes so that the chances of these incidents escalating into major 
confrontations are greatly reduced, and 

Be It Further Resolved, that VID calls on the NYPD to monitor, retrain, or remove from service police 
officers with a history of unprofessional, abusive, or violent behavior, and 

Be It Further Resolved, that the NYPD, the NYFD, and the Mayor of New York review the entire incident 
to determine whether police officers and Emergency Medical Technicians at the scene followed all 
necessary and proper procedures, and, if warranted, take appropriate disciplinary action,  

Be It Further Resolved, that VID calls upon the Mayor of New York and our local public officials to hold 
town hall meetings and other public forums to allow communities throughout New York City to express 
their feelings and to offer suggestions on how to improve relations between the police and the public 
they are sworn to protect.      

 

 

Submitted by Tony Hoffmann 

Approved Feb. 12, 2015 
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